
 
 

                          
Franklin City Council Agenda 

    November 28, 2022  
Council Chambers 

207 West Second Avenue 
Franklin, Virginia 23851 

 
6:00 P.M. 

 
Work Session with City of Franklin Planning Commission  

 
7:00 P.M.  

Regular Meeting 

CALL TO ORDER. . . . . .  . MAYOR FRANK M. RABIL 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES. . . .  MAYOR FRANK M. RABIL  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
CITIZEN’S TIME   
AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA 
 

1. CONSENT AGENDA: 
A. Approval of November 14, 2022 minutes 
B. Resolution in Honor of Sherry Mayes 2022-28  
C. Resolution in Honor of Jeff Noia 2022-29 
 

2. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
A. Budget Amendment 2023-10 
B. Franklin City Public Schools Carryover Request  

 
3. OLD/ NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Public Hearing Ward 4 Franklin City Public School Board Seat  
B. Franklin Southampton Economic Development, Inc. Strategic Plan 
C. City Manager’s Report 

 
4. COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS ON BOARDS/COMMISSIONS 

 
5. CLOSED SESSION 

I move that the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council adjourn into a closed meeting pursuant to 
Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711-A-1, 1. discussion of appointments to boards and commissions, and 
discussion of performance of employees of the public body to discuss the following subject or subjects: 
Industrial Development Authority, HRPDC Community Advisory Committee, Franklin Redevelopment 
and Housing Authority and  
 
2.2-3711-A-5, Discussion concerning a prospective business or industry or the expansion of an existing 
business or industry where no previous announcement has been made of the business' or industry's 



interest in locating or expanding its facilities in the community specifically along Pretlow Industrial 
Park, Armory Drive, Downtown Franklin, and Franklin Regional Airport.  
 
2.2-3711-A-7 briefings by staff regarding Southampton County Courthouse project delays.   
 

Motion Upon Returning to Open Session- I move that the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council certify that, 
to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting 
requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting held on November 28, 2022; (ii) only such 
public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or 
considered by the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council; and (iii) no action was taken in closed meeting 
regarding the items discussed. 

6. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

















































































































































































































































 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES | November 14, 2022 

Closed Session & Regular City Council Meeting Minutes November 14, 2022 

Call to order 

The Franklin City Council held a Closed Session pursuant to Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711-A-3, for 
discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose, or of the disposition 
of publicly held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the 
bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body specifically potential acquisition of 
property on North High Street, on November 14, 2022 at 6:00 P.M. in the City Council Chambers 
located at 207 West Second Avenue, Franklin, Virginia 23851.  

Council Members in Attendance: Frank Rabil, Mayor; Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Vice-Mayor; 
Councilman Linwood Johnson (6:06 P.M.); Councilwoman Wynndolyn Copeland; Councilman Mark 
Kitchen; Councilman Ray Smith; Councilman Gregory McLemore.  

Council Members not in Attendance:   

Staff in Attendance: Amanda Jarratt, City Manager. 

Councilman Mark Kitchen made a motion to go into closed session, with a second from 
Councilwoman Wynndolyn Copeland.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilwoman Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Vice Mayor Bobby Cutchins   Aye 

Mayor Frank Rabil     Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye  

Mayor Frank Rabil affirmed the motion carried unanimously.  

Motion Upon Returning to Open Session 

Roll call of all Council members move that the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council certify that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open 
meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting held on November 14, 
2022; (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed 
meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council; and (iii) no 
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REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES | November 14, 2022 

action was taken in closed meeting regarding the items discussed. The motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Wynndolyn Copeland.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilwoman Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Vice Mayor Bobby Cutchins   Aye 

Mayor Frank Rabil     Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye  

The November 14, 2022 City Council Closed Session was adjourned at 6:40 P.M.   

Call to order 

The Franklin City Council held a regular City Council meeting on November 14, 2022 at 7:00 P.M. in 
the City Council Chambers located at 207 West Second Avenue, Franklin, Virginia 23851.  

Council Members in Attendance: Frank Rabil, Mayor; Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Vice-Mayor; 
Councilman Linwood Johnson; Councilwoman Wynndolyn Copeland; Councilman Mark Kitchen; 
Councilman Ray Smith; Councilman Gregory McLemore.  

Council Members not in Attendance:   

Staff in Attendance: Amanda Jarratt, City Manager; A’Risha Jones, Executive Assistant, recording 
minutes.  

Other Staff in Attendance: Steve Patterson, Chief of Police; Robert Porti, Deputy Chief of Police; Vernie 
Francis; Chief of EMS; Carlee Gurskiy, Director of Community Development; Chad Edwards, Director 
of Public Works; Dinah Babb, Treasurer; Amanda Arrington, Accounting Clerk; Selenia Boone, 
Commissioner of the Revenue; Zach Wright, Director of Power & Light; Carson Blythe, Director of 
Tourism; Camara Jacobs, Director of Human Resources; Tracy Spence, Director of Finance; Sarah 
Rexrode, Director of Social Services; Sammara Bailey, Director of Parks & Recreation; Joe Ann Faulk, 
Accounting Supervisor; Regina Brown, Payroll Technician; Nancy Layman, Accounting; Melisa Blythe, 
Financial Accountant; Lois Panton, Purchasing.  

Citizen’s Time 

No citizens signed up at this time.  
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Amendments to Agenda 

Mayor Frank Rabil asked if there any amendments to the agenda. There are no amendments at this 
time.  

Mayor Frank Rabil took this time to offer condolences and sympathy to the victims of the recent tragedy 
at the University of Virginia.  

Consent Agenda: 

A. Introduction of New Employees   

City Manager called Ms. Dinah Babb, City Treasurer, to come forward to introduce the departments’ 
new employee, Amanda Arrington.  

Ms. Babb introduced the newest member to the Treasurer team, Ms. Amanda Arrington. Ms. Arrington, 
is a native of Southampton County, and a 2004 graduate from Southampton County High School. Ms. 
Arrington is excited to work with the City and feels back in her element of working with the public. Ms. 
Arrington has a background in banking, and since her time here has learned very quickly.  

Mayor Frank Rabil and Council congratulated and welcomed Ms. Amanda Arrington to the City of 
Franklin team.  

B. Approval of September 26, 2022 Meeting Minutes & October 24, 2022 Meeting Minutes.  

Mayor Frank Rabil asked if there were any corrections or additions for the September 26, 2022 meeting 
minutes.  

Mayor Frank Rabil entertained a motion to approve the September 26, 2022 meeting 
minutes as presented. Councilman Mark Kitchen made a motion to approve the 
September 26, 2022 meeting minutes with a second from Councilman Linwood Johnson.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilwoman Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Vice Mayor Bobby Cutchins   Aye 

Mayor Frank Rabil     Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye  

Mayor Frank Rabil affirmed the motion carried unanimously.  
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Mayor Frank Rabil asked if there were any corrections or additions for the October 24, 2022 meeting 
minutes.  

Mayor Frank Rabil entertained a motion to approve the October 24, 2022 meeting 
minutes as presented. Councilman Linwood Johnson made a motion to approve the 
October 24, 2022 meeting minutes with a second from Councilman Ray Smith.  

The motion carried the vote 6-1-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilwoman Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Vice Mayor Bobby Cutchins   Aye 

Mayor Frank Rabil     Abstained 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye  

Mayor Frank Rabil affirmed the motion carried unanimously.  

C. Small Business Saturday Resolution 2022-27 (read by Councilman Mark Kitchen)  

 

Small Business Saturday  
Resolution # 2022-27 

 
WHEREAS, the Government of City of Franklin, Virginia, celebrates our local small businesses and the contributions they 
make to our local economy and community; and 

WHEREAS, according to the United States Small Business Administration, there are 32.5 million small businesses in the 
United States, small businesses represent 99.7% of firms with paid employees, small businesses are responsible for 62% of 
net new jobs created since 1995, and small businesses employ 46.8% of the employees in the private sector in the United 
States; and 

WHEREAS, 79% of consumers understand the importance of supporting the small businesses in their community on Small 
Business Saturday®, 70% report the day makes them want to encourage others to Shop Small®, independently-owned 
retailers, and 66% report that the day makes them want to Shop Small all year long; and 

WHEREAS, 58% of shoppers reported they shopped online with a small business and 54% reported they dined or ordered 
takeout from a small restaurant, bar, or café on Small Business Saturday in 2021; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Franklin supports our local businesses that create jobs, boost our local economy, and preserve our 
communities; and 
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WHEREAS, advocacy groups, as well as public and private organizations, across the country have endorsed the Saturday 
after Thanksgiving as Small Business Saturday. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, Mayor Frank Rabil, and the members of the City of Franklin Council, urge 
the residents of our community, and communities across the Country, to support small businesses and merchants on Small 
Business Saturday and throughout the year.  

FURTHER, LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT, I, Frank Rabil, Mayor of the City of Franklin, Virginia, do hereby 
proclaim, November 26, 2022, as 

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY 

Signed this 14th day of November 2022.  
 
_______________________________ 
Frank M. Rabil, Mayor 
City of Franklin, Virginia 
 
Mayor Frank Rabil asked for a motion to adopt Small Business Saturday Resolution 2022-27. 
Councilwoman Wynndolyn Copeland made a motion to adopt Small Business Saturday Resolution 
2022-27 with a second from Councilman Linwood Johnson.  
 
The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilwoman Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Vice Mayor Bobby Cutchins   Aye 

Mayor Frank Rabil     Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye  

Mayor Frank Rabil affirmed the motion carried unanimously.  

Financial Matters:  

A. FY 22 Audit Presentation 

City Manager Amanda Jarratt called Ms. Tracy Spence, Director of Finance and staff from Creedle 
Jones & Associates who conducted the City audits. City Manager Amanda Jarratt stated the audits are a 
lengthy process and takes cooperation from all departments, however, places specific strain on the 
Finance Department. City Manager Jarratt thanks Ms. Tracy Spence for all her efforts to make sure that 
the City had a successful audit again as well as all the staff.  
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Ms. Tracy Spence had the pleasure to present Fiscal Year 2022 annual comprehensive financial report, 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2022. The preparation of this report has been accomplished by the 
efficient and dedicated services by the staff of the Department of Finance, various departments, and 
staff of Creedle Jones & Associates. Ms. Spence would like to thank the Finance team for their 
professionalism and hard work they have displayed all year round, to ensure the financial integrity of 
the City governments operations.  

The Finance Department is as follows: Ms. Joe Ann Faulk, Accounting Supervisor; Ms. Nancy Layman, 
Financial Accountant; Ms. Melisa “Missy” Blythe, Financial Accountant; Ms. Lois Paton, Accounts 
Payable Technician; Ms. Regina Brown, Payroll Technician.  

Ms. Robin Jones of Creedle Jones & Associates presented the financial audit. The auditors require this 
report to be done by December 15th of each year, staff is currently ahead of schedule. The auditors have 
also prepared the collection form, which is a federal form and goes to the federal audit clearinghouse, to 
report federal money that is received. Ms. Jones stated that the independent auditors report has been 
completed to show that the financial statements have been audited.  

Ms. Jones stated that the City of Franklin has received a clean/unmodified opinion which states that the 
audit is good, no material weakness found. The City of Franklin has received this clean/unmodified 
opinion for the last 3 years.  

Mayor Frank Rabil entertained a motion to accept the audit report as presented. Councilman Ray Smith 
made a motion to accept the audit report as presented with a second from Councilman Linwood 
Johnson.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilwoman Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Vice Mayor Bobby Cutchins   Aye 

Mayor Frank Rabil     Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye  

Mayor Frank Rabil affirmed the motion carried unanimously.  

B. FY24 Budget Calendar 

City Manager Amanda Jarratt stated the following is the suggested budget calendar for fiscal year 2024. 
This process will be starting in the upcoming weeks, the action needed is approval of the budget 
calendar by Council. This keeps staff and Council on track for the May 8th adoption, which would allow 
room if something unforeseen takes place.  
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Mayor Frank Rabil stated that Council can adopt the calendar, if adjustments are needed as staff sees 
fit, would that be allowed. City Manager Amanda Jarratt stated to Council that will be allowed, the 
calendar does build in optional work sessions as well and as always, as the City moves throughout the 
budget process, if additional meetings need to be schedule, that can take place.  

 

 

Councilman Ray Smith made a motion to approve the FY-2023-2024 Budget Calendar with the 
opportunity to change as needed, with a second from Councilman Linwood Johnson.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilwoman Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Vice Mayor Bobby Cutchins   Aye 

Mayor Frank Rabil     Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 
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Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye  

Mayor Frank Rabil affirmed the motion carried unanimously.  

C. Budget Amendment 2023-9 

City Manager Amanda Jarratt stated that the 2022-2023 City Budget is hereby amended to appropriate 
funding to Council approved compensation plan salary and related benefit increases. The budget 
amendment shows the revenue sources where it is taken and the changes to each of the departments.  
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Councilman Linwood Johnson made a motion to approve Budget Amendment 2023-9 with a second 
from Councilman Mark Kitchen.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilwoman Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Vice Mayor Bobby Cutchins   Aye 

Mayor Frank Rabil     Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye  

Mayor Frank Rabil affirmed the motion carried unanimously. 

Old/New Business: 

A. 5th Judicial Circuit Drug Treatment Program Overview  

City Manager Amanda Jarratt called Mr. Terry Tate of the 5th Judicial Circuit Court to discuss the drug 
court program. As approved in the Budget Amendment a few weeks back, funds have been received 
from the opioids settlement, and those funds are being used in the drug court. Mr. Tate, Coordinator is 
here to give Council an overview.  
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Mr. Terry Tate stated the new drug court program in 5th Judicial Circuit Drug Court serves Isle of 
Wight, Southampton, and Suffolk. The mission is to provide a judicially-supervised, cost effective, 
collaborative approach for handling court involved individuals with substance use disorders (SUD) that 
promotes public safety, ensures accountability, and transforms participants into productive members of 
the community through quality, compassionate treatment. Drug court is an intensive 5 phase treatment 
program for treating non-violent offenders with significant substance use disorders. Drug treatment 
court combines case processing, treatment service and offender accountability under the leadership of 
the court. It focuses on treating the underlying cause of criminality and using cognitive behavioral 
tactics to protect against relapse. It also reduces the number of people in jail, on supervised probation, 
and breaks the substance abuse to prison cycle.  

Mr. Tate state that since 2011, opioid deaths in Virginia have increase 500%, less than 20% of inmates 
with SUD receive any kind of formal treatment, making these individuals 12 times more likely to 
overdose within 2 weeks of release. Drug court provides safer communities, increases employment 
rates, and is cost saving for communities.  

B. Legislative Agenda  

City Manager Amanda Jarratt stated that the General Assembly session will be starting at the first of the 
year, there are several items to be discussed. The City of Franklin has been asked to draft a letter from 
the municipality to the General Assembly delegation regarding these three matters. The first is 
regarding the Regional Correction Facilities, the City of Franklin is the owner of the Western Tidewater 
Regional Jail, along with the City of Suffolk and Isle of Wight County. There was a senate bill adopted 
last year regarding inmate fee assessments. This group was asked to look at the fees there were charged 
to an inmate and provide findings by December 1, 2022.  

City Manager Amanda Jarratt stated the Hampton Roads Region did establish a work group regarding 
the increase in violent crime throughout the region. The two specific items the City of Franklin have 
been asked to write letters to the General Assembly representation, would request a comprehensive 
strategy to better support law enforcement and other public safety officials, in responding to mental 
health emergencies. The City is requesting the flexibility to engage other qualified professionals to 
provide transportation and oversight during the handling of mental health patients through local 
government contracts, or any other means. The second would be to allow legislation to change the rules 
of the Virginia Retirement System to allow retired law enforcement officers to perform full time duties 
when necessary. Right now they are not able to do so because of the restrictions in place by the Virginia 
Retirement System.  

City Manager Amanda Jarratt stated the needed action of Council is authorization to draft a letter to the 
General Assembly representation regarding these specific items and any others the Council would like.  

Councilman Mark Kitchen made a motion to adopt the draft the letter to the General 
Assembly, with a second from Councilman Linwood Johnson.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0. 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilwoman Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 
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Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Vice Mayor Bobby Cutchins   Aye 

Mayor Frank Rabil     Aye 

Mayor Frank Rabil affirmed the motion carried unanimously.    

C. Tourism ARPA Plan of Action  

City Manager Amanda Jarratt called Ms. Carson Blythe, Director of Tourism to come forward in case of 
any questions by Council. The Commonwealth of Virginia along with the Virginia Tourism Corporation 
provided the City of Franklin with $30,000.00 in ARPA fund, restricted for use for tourism matters. As 
done with previously received ARPA funding, a plan has been put into place for the use of the funds. If 
Council adopts this plan and move forward, then there will be a follow-up budget amendment.  

Ms. Carson Blythe, Director of Tourism stated that the best use of the funds would be to disperse it 
amongst various projects that would go towards events, visitor and resident education as well as 
marketing and local market to pull in the local visitors, as the City of Franklin is a day trip destination.  

Proposed Budget Overview: 

 

*Please note that all above pricing is based on current 2022 rates/quotes. 

Councilman Mark Kitchen made a motion to approve the ARPA Fund plan of action with 
a second from Councilman Linwood Johnson.  

Councilman Gregory McLemore stated in view of the Juneteenth event being an economic development 
tourism program, to keep the City from using as much of the general funds as possible, it had been 
recommended and discussed of using the ARPA grant to help support the event. That event expenses 
could come as close to $1 million, which the City does not have the money, the purpose is to create 
revenue. If the funds from ARPA are not use for Juneteenth, the City would have to help support the 
event by use of the general fund.  

Budget Item: Cost: 
Coastal Virginia Tourism Alliance – 

Group Marketing Initiative 
$750 

Independence Day Celebration $5,000 
Juneteenth Cultural Festival $5,000 

Design and Print of Map/Brochure $5,000 
Photography/Videography for Content 

Creation 
<$10,000 

Virginia is for Lovers E-Newsletter Advertising $1,200 
Blue Ridge Outdoors Digital Advertising $1,995 

Cova Scene E-Newsletter Advertising $1,055 
 Total: $30,000 
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The motion carried the vote 6-1. 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilwoman Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Nay 

Vice Mayor Bobby Cutchins   Aye 

Mayor Frank Rabil     Aye 

Mayor Frank Rabil affirmed the motion carried.    

D. Juneteenth Cultural Festival aka Virginia Mardi Gras 

City Manager Amanda Jarratt stated that Councilman Gregory McLemore will provide the update of the 
Juneteenth event.  

Councilman Gregory McLemore stated in view of the recent development with the ARPA funding plan 
of action, being that was some funding Councilman McLemore was depending on the City bringing to 
the program and that being taken for the use of other projects as well, the Juneteenth program will not 
be able to go on.  

Vice-Mayor Bobby Cutchins stated that Council should move forward with a Juneteenth event, just not 
in that magnitude of size. Councilman McLemore stated the mission is to create an annual event that 
can generate revenue. Vice-Mayor Cutchins asked for clarification that Councilman McLemore is 
withdrawing the idea. Councilman McLemore stated the withdrawal is the association with the City, the 
event is already scheduled, it will go on, if the City will not support the event or wants to take the 
overseeing of the event, there is an issue. Vice-Mayor Cutchins stated the way that it was proposed to 
Council with the prospect of 150,000 individuals coming to Franklin, it must be approved as a safety, 
and personnel matter to happen in the City of Franklin. Councilman McLemore stated if there is going 
to be boundaries to the capacity before the Police begin to put an individual out, then that is certainly 
within the City’s rights.  

Councilman Gregory McLemore affirmed that event was an option presented to the City, since then, 
Council voted to move forward with the event, only item that was next was the vote on the resolution to 
bring forth to the other cities. Part of the presentation that was voted on stated that the City would use 
grant money to fund the idea, one of the main grants is being split up for other events. If the City is not 
willing to put forth the effort to reap the revenues, the promoters will move forward with the 
Juneteenth event and not have it with the City of Franklin.  

Councilwoman Wynndolyn Copeland asked for clarification that the celebration will still be held in the 
City of Franklin regardless of the City’s involvement. Councilman McLemore stated it will be like the 
Soul Festival event, the City provided the promoters with the park, security, and times. Mayor Frank 
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Rabil stated that there needs to a consensus from Council to move forward with a Juneteenth 
celebration as individuals or independently, not as a part of the City functions. All members agreed that 
there needs to be a celebration event. Councilman McLemore stated that there will be an event and the 
promoters will let the Council know of the details.  

Mayor Frank Rabil stated that Council will move on. Councilman Linwood Johnson asked for 
clarification, will the $5,000 of the ARPA fund still goes towards the Juneteenth Celebration, Mayor 
Frank Rabil stated that it could, that is what Council voted on. Councilman Ray Smith stated looking at 
the budget that was approved the previous year, the most amount given to any organization was 
$6,500.00.  

No action taken at this time.  

A. Juneteenth Cultural Celebration aka Virginia Mardi Gras Resolution 2022-26 

Juneteenth Cultural Celebration Resolution 2022-26 was not voted on.  

E. City Managers Report   

City Manager Amanda Jarratt stated staff is working architects and engineers on several capital projects 
approved by the Council. Staff has submitted and circulated draft contract with Enteros, the architects 
for the courthouse. The meeting for the demolition of the Armory is scheduled for 16th of November. 
There will be a public hearing for the November 28th meeting for the Ward 4 seat for the Franklin City 
Public Schoolboard, which will be advertised on the 16th of November in the Tidewater News. No one 
can be considered for that position if they are not nominated at the public hearing. If any nominations 
are submitted, Council can schedule interviews as done in the past. The City is having issues with the 
third-party entity that mails the bills for the real estate. Staff is actively seeking quotes from other 
vendors to make a change. They have inadvertently mailed the real estate bills with the mortgage, for 
those individuals that have a mortgage that pay every month for the real estate bill, instead of mailing 
those to the mortgage company as they were instructed to do. The payment comes directly from the 
mortgage company, they were mailed to the individuals. Ms. Dinah Babb, City Treasurer, is in 
attendance if Council has any questions.  

City Manager Amanda Jarratt stated also shared on the City social media page, utility bills, while they 
were sent on time by staff, they weren’t mailed out and processed. Because of the late mailing and the 
two holidays and the upcoming Thanksgiving holiday, utility bills will not be due until November 30th. 
The City will closed at 12 noon on Wednesday, November 23rd and closed all day Thursday and Friday, 
November 24th-25th. There is an elected officials training that will be held in January, if Council would 
like to attend, please notify City Administration for registration. The Department of Social Services is 
holding the annual angel tree, all gifts must be returned to the department by December 15th. Anyone 
wanting to participate may pick up the angel tree from the Department of Social Services, any time 
between 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

Councilman Ray Smith asked for clarification, if the resident received the real estate bill including the 
mortgage, the resident may still pay the real estate fees separately. Ms. Babb stated for the resident to 
retain the bill for their personal records, they are being overnighted to the Treasury Department, they 
will be then sent directly to the third-party for the mortgage properties. The residents should do 
nothing until they hear from staff. Councilwoman Wynndolyn Copeland asked Ms. Babb if a late fee will 
be charged, Ms. Babb confirmed there will be no late charge.  
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General Updates 

• Staff continues to work on the various capital projects approved by City Council.  
• Staff continues to work with DHCD and Summit Engineering on the Laurel Street CDBG Grant. 

Client intake and income verifications have begun.  
• A public information session as a part of the Department of Rail and Public Transit grant will be 

held on November 15 2022 at the Franklin Business Center from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
• Staff continues to meet with regional partners to discuss next steps on the regional radio system 

as well as violence and crime prevention.  

Community Events 

• Downtown Open House November 12th  
• Small Business Saturday November 26th  
• Holiday Parade December 2nd  

Mayor Frank Rabil stated before going into Council/Staff Reports on Boards/Commissions, is a 
nomination for the Redevelopment and Housing Authority Board. Councilman Mark Kitchen made a 
motion to nominate Mr. Robert J. Taylor of 136 Bobwhite Lane, Franklin, Virginia. Councilman 
Linwood Johnson seconded the motion.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0. 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilwoman Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Vice Mayor Bobby Cutchins   Aye 

Mayor Frank Rabil     Aye 

Mayor Frank Rabil affirmed the motion carried unanimously.    

Council/Staff Reports on Boards/Commissions: 

Councilman Linwood Johnsons stated that Western Tidewater Regional Jail Board meeting has been 
cancelled and will be rescheduled for another day.  

Mayor Frank Rabil stated Hampton Roads Planning District Committee and Hampton Roads 
Transportation Planning board meeting on Thursday, November 17th. Any highlights will be given 
during the Friday updates.  

Mayor Frank Rabil entertained a motion to adjourn the November 14, 2022 City Council meeting.   
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Adjournment 

Councilman Ray Smith made a motion to adjourn the November 14, 2022 City Council meeting with a 
second from Councilman Linwood Johnson.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows: 

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilwoman Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Vice Mayor Bobby Cutchins   Aye 

Mayor Frank Rabil     Aye  

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Frank Rabil stated the meeting stands adjourn.   

The November 14, 2022 City Council meeting was adjourned at 8:04 P.M.  

   
Mayor  Clerk to City Council  

 



 

Resolution of Appreciation to 
Sharon D. Mayes 

Resolution 2022-28 
 

WHEREAS, The City of Franklin would like to recognize the retirement of Sharon D. Mayes, who 
has served the City of Franklin for twenty-three years; and 
 
WHEREAS, Sharon D. Mayes served as a true representative for not only the citizens but her 
colleagues during her time of employment here at the City of Franklin; and  
 
WHEREAS, Sharon D. Mayes throughout her career with the City of Franklin’s Power & Light 
Department has shown her dedication to the department and the City of Franklin; and 
 
WHEREAS, Sharon D. Mayes has shown that she is able to take action and adapt to any situation 
on any given day; and  
 
WHEREAS, during the times of numerous power outages and hurricanes, Sharon would keep the 
department running with her ability to manage the abundant phone calls with citizens and by 
keeping in constant communication over the radio with other members of the department; and   
 
WHEREAS, Sharon D. Mayes has been the face and pillar of the City of Franklin’s Power & Light 
department, she is the first point of contact for citizens whenever there is a power and light issue.  
 
WHEREAS, Sharon D. Mayes has maintained a high level of professionalism that has gained her 
great respect with staff and citizens; and  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Franklin City Council honors the 
extraordinary service of Sharon D. Mayes. 
 
AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be spread upon the 
minutes of this meeting of the Franklin City Council as visible evidence of the high esteem in which 
this Council and the citizens of the City of Franklin hold Sharon D. Mayes, thereby forever 
preserving and recording its gratitude. 
 
Signed this 28th day November 2022  
 

_____________________________ 
Frank Rabil, Mayor 

City of Franklin, Virginia  



 

Recognition of Appreciation to Jeffery M. Noia  
Resolution 2022-29 

 

WHEREAS, The City of Franklin would like to recognize the retirement of Jeffrey M. Noia, who has 
served the City of Franklin for twenty-nine years; and 

WHEREAS, Jeffrey M. Noia began his career with the City of Franklin’s Fire and Rescue Department as a 
Firefighter for nine-years, showing true testament to the department’s mission to save lives, protect 
property and educate the public; and 

WHEREAS, Jeffrey M. Noia after dedicating his services to the City of Franklin’s Fire and Rescue 
Department, transitioned to the City of Franklin’s Public Works Department, as a Wastewater Operator 
for three years; and 

WHEREAS, Jeffrey M. Noia gave outstanding service and dedication as the Water System Technician, 
was later promoted to the Lead Utility Operator, where he has been a committed leader for the last 
seventeen years; and 

WHEREAS, Jeffrey M. Noia being responsible for safe drinking water for the residents of the City of 
Franklin and surrounding communities; and 

WHEREAS, Jeffrey M. Noia has been steadfast in maintaining the operation and maintenance of the 
City’s water and sewer distribution systems; and 

WHEREAS, Jeffrey M. Noia has on numerous occasions, found and implemented improvements to the 
daily City operations and functions; and  

WHEREAS, throughout his tenure, with the highest of professionalism, assisted the residents of the City 
of Franklin with multiple grievances and work orders regarding water leaks and high usage; and 

WHEREAS, during the times of numerous severe weather events, including major hurricanes, provided 
excellent assistance to the residents of the City of Franklin; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Franklin City Council honors the exceptional 
service of Jeffrey M. Noia.  

AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be spread upon the minutes of this 
meeting of the Franklin City Council as visible evidence of the high esteem in which this Council and the 
citizens of the City of Franklin hold Jeffrey M. Noia, thereby forever preserving and recording its 
gratitude.  

Signed this 28th day of November 2022 

        ____________________________________ 
        Frank Rabil, Mayor 
        City of Franklin, Virginia  



     

     Agenda                               
Franklin City Council 
November 28, 2022 

BUDGET AMENDMENT 2023-10 
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FRANKLIN, VIRGINIA that the 2022-
2023 City Budget is hereby amended to recognize the School’s supplemental appropriation of State 
revenue and to appropriate for use. 

 

 
 
 
 

            
 
 
Certified copy of resolution adopted by Franklin City Council.     
                                                  
        _______________________________ 

                                                                                              Clerk to the City Council 
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Office of the City Manager 

Amanda C. Jarratt 
 
 
 
 
November 22, 2022 
 
To:  Franklin City Council 
 
From:  Amanda C. Jarratt, City Manager 
 
Reference: Franklin City Public Schools Carryover Request FY 22  
  
Background Information  
Each year after the completion and acceptance of the City of Franklin annual audit Franklin City Council considers 
a request from Franklin City Public Schools for the remaining funds from the previous fiscal year to be “carried 
over” for use in the current fiscal year.   
 
Franklin City Public Schools had $376,384 of Unassigned Fund Balance at June 30, 2022 per their audit.  They have 
requested a FY23 carryover of $321,663.  As a result, $54,721.00 would revert to the City of Franklin.   
 
Needed Action      
Discuss Franklin City Public Schools carryover request.   

mailto:ajarratt@franklinva.com
http://www.franklinva.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Amanda Jarratt 

Franklin City Manager 

 

FROM: Dr. Carlton Carter  

  Division Interim Superintendent 

 

DATE: November 3, 2022 

  

RE:  Notice of Budget Adjustments  

 

 

The Franklin City School Division requests that the following budget funds be adjusted to 

balance with proceeds received from state sources. 

 

 
Accounting Use Only School Account Amount City Account 

VPSA – Technology Revenue 

Increase 

10-410411000 $  32,800.00 

250-3-24000-0202 

VPSA Technology – Expense Increase 10-9-0-68100-6050-1000-007-

000 

$  32,800.00 

250-4-60000-0011 

    

ARP State portion - Revenue Increase  $ 123,140.84 250-3-24000-0202 

Instruction – Expense Increase  $ 123,140.84 250-4-60000-0001 
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207 W. 2nd Ave, Franklin, VA 23851 -757-562-8561 

E-Mail ajarratt@franklinva.com City Web Site: www.franklinva.com  

 

 
Office of the City Manager 

Amanda C. Jarratt 
 
 
 
November 22, 2022 
 
To:  Franklin City Council 
 
From:  Amanda C. Jarratt, City Manager 
 
Reference:  Ward 4 School Board Public Hearing  
  
Background Information  
The individual previously serving in the Ward 4 seat on the City of Franklin School Board submitted their 
resignation. The public notice was properly run in the Tidewater News on November 16. 2022.  The individual 
selected for this seat will fill the unexpired term through June 30, 2024.    No one may be considered for the seat if 
they are not nominated at the public hearing.     
 
Needed Action      
Conduct the public hearing and onsider those individuals that have been nominated for the Ward 4 seat.  Schedule 
interviews if desired.         

mailto:ajarratt@franklinva.com
http://www.franklinva.com/
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Office of the City Manager 

Amanda C. Jarratt 
 
 
 
November 21, 2022 
 
To:  Franklin City Council 
 
From:  Amanda C. Jarratt, City Manager 
 
Reference:  FSEDI Strategic Plan  
  
Background Information  
As you all are aware the staff at Franklin Southampton Economic Development, Inc. has been working on a 
Strategic Plan. Karl Heck will be present to present the results.        
 
Needed Action     
None at this time.                               

mailto:ajarratt@franklinva.com
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FSEDI MISSION 

Diversify the economy, create high quality jobs and provide a future for the families and youth 
of Franklin and Southampton. 

FSEDI STRATEGIC PLANNING GOALS 

GOAL 1. DIVERSIFY THE ECONOMY  

Utilize Franklin-Southampton assets to meet the community’s needs to both attract new 
businesses and expand existing businesses to avoid vulnerability to economic shock. 

Strategy 1  Market existing community assets and develop new assets to attract businesses. 
Strategy 2  Identify community needs regarding development of new business ventures. 
Strategy 3 Encourage active collaboration between educators and industry that will result in 
the development and retention of a skilled local workforce. 
Strategy 4 Identify, develop and bring awareness of available resources to expand existing 
businesses and encourage new businesses (larger scale businesses). 
Strategy 5 Foster new and existing small business growth. 
 

GOAL 2. BUSINESS FRIENDLY CLIMATE  

Ensure local government entities promote an “open arms” environment to welcome new 
businesses and foster business growth.   

Strategy 1 Create awareness and understanding among local governments of what 
constitutes a business-friendly climate. 
Strategy 2 Communicate, educate, and market Franklin Southampton positive business 
climate to attract new businesses. 
Strategy 3 Form and sponsor a diverse non-partisan Franklin -Southampton Business Friendly 
Committee to consistently work with local governments and businesses to influence positive 
change in the evolution of Franklin/Southampton as a “business friendly” area.  
 

 
 
 



GOAL 3.  FOSTER LOCAL TOURISM  
 
Promote tourism that creates a positive economic impact on Franklin-Southampton 
communities. 
 
Strategy 1 Align FSEDI tourism roles and responsibilities with the City of Franklin Tourism 
Department and with Southampton County Board of Supervisors. 
Strategy 2 Market, promote, and sponsor local tourism initiatives events, and assets. 
Strategy 3 Network with appropriate local, regional, and state tourism organizations. 
Strategy 4 Collaborate with City and County to ensure citizens are prepared to embrace 

tourism and welcome tourists to the area. 
 
GOAL 4.  ORGANIZATIONAL EXCELLENCE  
Foster an internal organizational effectiveness approach that will serve as a foundation for the 
continued development of FSEDI as a high-functioning organization.    
 
Strategy 1  Develop an inclusive and diverse FSEDI Board to reflect the diversity of Franklin-
Southampton communities. Diversity considerations encompass skills, background, gender, and 
ethnicity. 
Strategy 2  Create and execute a stakeholder management plan to ensure all stakeholders are 
informed and aware of FSEDI’s role and accomplishments. Stakeholders encompass two distinct 
groups: 1) The FSEDI stakeholders: Camp Family Foundation, Southampton County Board of 
Supervisors, Franklin City Council, Franklin Southampton Charities, Franklin Southampton 
Chamber of Commerce, and 2) the Franklin-Southampton communities at large.  
Strategy 3  Incorporate the process of strategic planning into FSEDI as an ongoing and 
business function. 
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207 W. 2nd Ave, Franklin, VA 23851 -757-562-8561 
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Office of the City Manager 

Amanda C. Jarratt 
 

 
November 22, 2022 
 
To:  Franklin City Council 
 
From:  Amanda C. Jarratt, City Manager 
 
Reference:  City Manager’s Report  
  
General Updates  

• Staff continues to work on the various capital projects approved by City Council.  
• Staff continues to work with DHCD and Summit Engineering on the Laurel Street CDBG Grant. Client 

intake and income verifications have begun.   
• Staff continues to work with Michael Baker and the Department of Rail and Public Transit to get feedback 

from the public on potential fixed route transit options in the City.   
• Staff continues to meet with regional partners to discuss next steps on the regional radio system as well as 

violence and crime prevention.  
 

Community Events 
• Holiday Parade December 2nd  

mailto:ajarratt@franklinva.com
http://www.franklinva.com/
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